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RECOMMENDATION OF HIS EXCELLENCY 
THE BISHOP OF TRENTON, N. J. 


I wish to recommend herewith most heartily the Apostolic work of 
the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa. Their work is truly Apostolic 
and is most dear to the heart of our beloved Holy Father, Pius XI, the Pope 
of the Missions. Any encouragement that you may give to them will be 
blessed most abundantly by Our Divine Master, JESUS CHRIST, who died 
on the Cross that all men may have Eternal Life. This Congregation of 
Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa, we have made our very own in the 
Diocese of Trenton. Their work I have deemed most worthy of my special 


protection and I commend them most heartily to our good priests and faithful 


people. 
Imprimatur: +JOHN J. MCMAHON 
Bishop of Trenton, 
Trenton, N. J. 
Cre 


Remember the Orphans 


HE WHITE SISTERS are caring for almost a thousand little children in their Orphanages 
: ho have but one fault: INSATIABLE APPETITES! In these days of depression this is 
a serious fault indeed and the future would be very gloomy 
if the Sisters did not count on the assistance of the Little 
Flower of Lisieux, to whom they have entrusted the care of 


their oprhans. 


Daily folding their hands together, these little ones ask 
their holy protectress to shower heavenly roses upon their 
benefactors. 


Any offering, no matter how small, for the ORPHANS’ 
BREAD will be greatly appreciated by the Sisters. In return 
benefactors will have the prayers of these little ones and, 
better still, the blessing of Him Who was once a poor child 
Himself and who said: “As long as you did it to one of these my 
least brethren, you did it to me.””—St. Matthew XXV. 


For information apply to Rev. Mother Superior, 319 Middlesex Avenue, Metuchen, N. J. 
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Most Rev. Joun J. McManon, D.D. 
Late Bishop of Trenton 


The unexpected death of our Venerated Bishop threw a cloak of sadness over our Com- 
munity whilst we were preparing to celebrate the New Year. 


The White Sisters lose in him not only a friend and a protector but also a Father 
who welcomed them in his diocese and never ceased to manifest the greatest interest in 
their work. 


We feel it our duty, not only to pray ourselves for the repose of his soul, but also 
to ask all our friends and benefactors to do likewise. 


REQUIESCAT IN PACE 


ET LUX PERPETUA LUCEAT EI 
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A Letter from 
Africa 


(Sr. Matthias Kalemba who recently left 
America writes toa postulant of Metuchen.) 


My dear little Sister: 

Your very sweet missive reached me, 
and I must say it truly gave me great joy, 
a remembrance seems so much better when 
we are far from our native land. 


Being conscious of your anxiety con- 
cerning life over here I will begin by giv- 
ing you my opinion of it. When I first 
arrived to the Novitiate I felt a little bit 
lost: the many and spacious rooms with 
doors everywhere contrasted so much with 
our cherished Postulate and oh! what a 


number of strange faces, just think we 
were nearly 150 novices and postulants 
so imagine what a noise all these voices 
and laughter intermingled would make for 
the unaccustomed ear; this feeling however was but of 
short duration; the novices, especially the senior ones 
were attentive to every movement and were ever ready 
to direct me aright and initiate me to my new life; really 
they soon made me feel very happy and altogether at 
home. What a joyful atmosphere reigns here; the glow- 
ing rays of African sunshine penetrate into our Novitiate 
through every chink and opening, truly an intense joy 
and happiness must be at the bottom of every heart to 
judge from the bright and expansive physionomies that 
surround me. 

You think that we had rather lofty ideals in choosing 
such names, Irene, Sister Angelo of Foligno and me 
Sister Matthias Kalemba, one of the Uganda martyrs, 
oh! well we are perhaps aiming higher than we will ever 
fly but never mind there is always enough of the old man 
left. 

Be the future what it may I feel very happy and hope 
one day to be sent to Uganda where my dear patron 
who so generously shed his blood for Christ will help me to 
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Several Good Maps to Help the 
Missionary Histers 


The perpetual adoption of a Missionary 
Sister 


eres a Tr eee 
The annual adoption of a Missionary 

PM reee De leL Sashalsatinge’ ths ser 4546 0 125.00 

‘0 support a disp y forayear........ 40.00 
The annual adoption of a child in one of 

the Sisters’ orphanages................ 40.00 
To ransom a woman or young girl for a 

Catholic marriage..................... 20.00 
Provide bread for a child, monthly...... 1.00 
To build a hut for a patient in Central 

TARE APRS Spe ge RES Sy gn 10. 
To support a leper in a hut for a month. . 2.00 
To clothe a girl so that she may go to 

Riera 5.00 
To keep a sanctuary lamp burning for a 

RCTS LGL ViAic ns Sadie oakseaehewen bs 1.00 


SPIRITUAL FAVORS AND ADVANTAGES 
All those who help the missions in one way or 
another will share in the Masses, prayers and good 
works offered up daily by the Missionaries and the 
natives for their Benefactors. 
, Three Masses are celebrated every month for the 
intentions of the Benefactors. 
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In picture I see myself in the midst of them. 


labour long and hard in order to win a great number 
of souls to Him. In fancy I see myself in the midst 
of a vast multitude instructing them; this picture repre- 
sents but too small a number. I won't be contented 
with so few! 

This letter will not be complete if I do not mention 
the reception of the Holy Habit. This event as you 
know was preceded by a ten days’ retreat; these days of 
prayer and recollection passed all too quickly except the 
night previous to the great day and that one did seem 
interminable. 

I thought morning would never come, when at last 
the bell did ring I was quickly up and dressed. I donned 
a bridal dress and veil with a wreath of orange blossoms 
but I had still a few more hours to wait. At 8 o’leock 
all the bells pealed forth their most melodious sounds at 
the appearance of His Excellency the Archbishop of 
Algiers who came to preside at the ceremony. We 
assisted at the Holy Mass all dressed as brides of Christ 
at the close of which we joyfully exchanged this worldly 
attire for the so long desired white habit and veil. The 
joy felt is impossible to describe. One day you will 
experience it yourself. The following few weeks passed 
uneventfully when suddenly one morning the enthusiasm 
of the young novices was aroused by the news that our 
Mistress would take us to visit some nearby Arabian 
villages and thus get a foretaste of real missionary life. 
To be sure, nothing missed being taken note of, as I 
wanted to see if these poor people really live the wretched 
life we so often hear and read about. I have no space, 
my dear Sister, to relate to you in detail all I saw but 
let it suffice to tell you that I came back with the vonvic- 
tion that it is only too true and I really feel that our 
sacrifices are trivial compared to theirs, and I also un- 
derstand better now the great debt of gratitude I owe to 
God. 

My dear Sister, I am looking forward already to your 
arrival to the Novitiate. In awaiting this happy day, 
let us remain united in the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary and pray one for the other in order that we may 
become efficient instruments in God’s hand. 


Your sincere Sister, 
S. Matthias Kalemba, novice. 
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ear Greetings 


Glory to God in the highest and on 
earth peace to men of good will. 


(Sv. Luke Cuap. II-14). 


T is this peace promised by the Angels that, at the begin- 
ing of the New Year, the White Sisters, through the me- 
dium of their humble magazine, are pleased to wish their 

Benefactors and Subscribers. 

Perhaps there is more need of this peace now, than ever, to 
pass through the economic crisis that has ravaged from so many 
their wealth and even the means of their daily subsistence. 

With the words of our Venerable Founder, Cardinal Lavigerie 
of holy memory, let us assure you, dear Benefactors and Sub- 
scribers that ‘‘When the hand of God seems to smite us, it is 


’ 


only to draw us nearer to Him,” and again, “There is no true 
peace in the world except that of the humble and loving accepta- 
tion of the Cross.” 

May our New Year greetings, then, be summed up with the 
wish of peace, without which there is no true happiness on earth. 
It is with deep gratitude for the past sympathy and interest you 
have shown us that we place at the feet of the Little Christ- 
Babe, the King of peace, our New Year wishes for you, dear 
Benefactors and Subscribers; and we ask Him, for the sake of 
His own sweet Mother, Our Lady of Africa, to grant you the 
peace promised to men of good will, so that you may become 
nearer and dearer to His Divine Heart. 

In return, may we ask you to continue your interest and 
sympathy for Our Lady’s Missions. After the grace of God it 
is your prayers, sacrifices, and alms that enable the missionaries 
to give God to the Africans and the Africans to their God. 


We trust that, if your means permit, you will renew your subscription to the MessENGER OF OuR Lapy oF 
And may we hope dear Benefactors and Subscribers that you will make known Our Lady’s magazine 
to your friends and encourage them to subscribe for it? Your efforts will help to extend the reign of Christ Our 
King in Africa. 
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Published and edited with ecclesiastical approba- 
tion bi-monthly by the Missionary Sisters of Our 
Lady of Africa (White Sisters), Metuchen, N. J. 


Subscription One Dollar a Year 


Entered as second class matter December 15, 1931, at the post office 
at Metuchen, N. J., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


Legal Status of the Mohammedan Woman 
In Northern A frica 


EVOLUTIONS 


HE first thing to be done in northern Africa is to 
try to bring the native population to an under- 
standing and a correct valuation of Christian civiliza- 
tion. This has been the Missionaries’ task for many 
years, and the results of their charitable and prudent 
efforts would be more widespread and more tangible 
if their work, instead of being merely tolerated had 
been encouraged and supported by those whose duty 
it was to hasten the regeneration of the people. 
What means must be taken to bring the native 
woman under the moralizing influence of Christianity? 
It is a long and arduous task requiring charity, 
patience, tact, a knowledge of the native tongue and 
dialects, familiarity with the native customs and a 
thorough understanding of the mentality of the dif- 
ferent racial groups, Arabs, Kabyles, etc. 
The hospitals and dispensaries welcome the sick 


with kindness and the Sisters, in the care of their . 


patients, manifest such marks of affectionate interest 
that they awaken in the hearts of the Mohammedans 
feelings of profound gratitude. And in their visits to 
the native homes the Sisters find the means of giving 
good advice, of intervening in domestic quarrels, of 
pleading the cause of the unfortunate wife who learns 
to trust and love these Christian women who offer 
them sympathy and protection. The native women 
gladly lend an ear to the wise counsels of the Sisters 
and learn order and cleanliness and hygiene; little by 
little, the house takes on another aspect, the husband 
learns to control his temper and the children to curb 
their insolence. A baby is saved from death, a woman 
from repudiation by her husband . the family 
has reason to be grateful. 

With the mothers on our side, we can undertake the 
education of the girls, the hope of the future, the 
mothers of to-morrow who will continue our work. 
But here we encounter serious difficulties. Few 
Mohammedans believe in schools for girls. We must 
use the mercenary instincts of the father to further our 
plans for the benefit of the children. These are at- 
tracted to the workrooms by promise of pecuniary 
gain; they are paid for their work in the school of Arts 
and Crafts and in the Domestic Science School. On 


AND REFORMS 
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the workroom is based the future of the education of 
the Mohammedan woman in Northern Africa. 

The course comprises the teaching of Arab lace- 
making, Tunisian and Moroccan embroidery, Berber 
weaving, carpet-making and native basket work.(1) 
All these household arts, which were declining at the 
time of the conquest by the French, have been revived 
and we have added to the curriculum the teaching of 
French, arithmetic, sewing, etc. 

Our aim in establishing these workrooms is above 
all to exert a moralizing influence on our pupils. They 
are trained to habits of politeness, cleanliness, order 
and friendliness, and they acquire a sense of moral 
responsibility which is entirely lacking when they 
come to us. These little savages are slowly trans- 
formed; their instinct selfishness gives place to a chari- 
table desire to be kind and helpful. The change in 
their habits becomes manifest in their appearance; 
modesty of bearmg distinguishes the young girl who 
has been trained at the workroom. 

We teach our pupils to be good housewives and we 
instill in them a respect for their parents and love of 
the home and we try to develop in them the maternal 
instinct which naturally is in every woman’s heart. 
The parents appreciate our efforts and permit us to 
visit their daughters when the time comes for them 
to leave the workroom and begin the secluded life 
which is imposed on every young girl. Thus we can 
continue to provide them with work and when they 
marry, to advise them in their housekeeping, the care 
of their children and the general welfare of the home. 

The child of Mohammedan parents, although she has 
not been converted during her stay with us, has ac- 
quired a sense of moral responsibility and her good 
example is beneficial to her family. One hundred of 
such girls in a village suffice to raise the moral tone of 
the entire population and to prepare it for further 
reforms. 


What do the Natives themselves think of this trans- 
formation? <- 

In October 1930 the publication of a pamphlet en- 
titled ““Our women as affected by our laws and our 
social customs’’ created a stir in the Mohammedan 
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world. The author, Sheik Tahar Haddad, who had 
studied at the Moslem University of Tunis, describes 
in these pages the miserable lot of the Mohammedan 
woman, her intellectual inferiority, the lack of proper 
training to prepare her for her duties as a wife and 
mother, her ignorance of housekeeping and hygiene 
and her negligible position in the home and in society. 
Tahar Haddad demands equal rights for women and 
men, female franchise and education for girls. He is 
in favor of the study of the Koran so that its precepts 
may be applied to modern requirements. 

A great hue and cry greeted the appearance of this 
book, it was banned and the author, accused of con- 
spiring with the enemies of Islam, was debarred from 
the privileges of an alumnus of his University and 
officially declared unfit to occupy any position in the 
Tunisian government service. He was even threat- 
ened with imprisonment. 

However, Sheik Haddad has had his followers and 
his ideas have been spread by oral propaganda. Their 
theory is that the social edifice rests upon woman’s 
position in society; a man is what his mother makes 


A Catholic Kabyle Family 


him; his happiness in this world and in the next de- 
pends on what he learns at his mother’s knee, accord- 
ing to the words attributed to the Prophet ‘‘Heaven 
is under your mother’s feet.” ‘Our people,” they 
claim, “have lost their dignity and their prestige be- 
cause of the position we allot to women; they are held 
cloistered in our homes, unhappy, ignorant and super- 
stitious; we, ourselves, grow up in this atmosphere, 
our young minds nourished with nonsensical ideas.” 

The followers of Haddad agree with the better in- 
formed Tunisians and Algerians in demanding schools 
for girls where their minds would be trained and their 
talents for housekeeping and the care of children be 
developed. 

It is becoming more and more important now, than 
ever, to promote the intellectual training of the native 
girl because to-day, young men, Arabs and Kabyles, 
having spent some years in the mission schools or hav- 
ing acquired a certain veneer of civilization in the 
manufactories, expect their wives to be something 
better than savages, with no understanding of their 
duties. These young men want wives who will make 
a good home for them, feed and 
clothe their children properly 
and use judicious care in the 
management of the family bud- 
get. The woman of tomorrow 
must be prepared to be a useful 
and sympathetic companion to 
her husband, she must share 
his responsibility in raising a 
family and in directing the 
minds of her children towards 
the realization of noble ideals. 

And now let us speak of the 
natives, who, convinced of the 
soundness and attracted by the 
beauty of our religion, have 
been converted to Catholicism. 
Their lives are transformed. 
The wife is the respected and 
beloved companion of her hus- 
band who grants her an honor- 
able position in the family, 
allows her to sit at his table and 
to accompany him to church. 
During the World War many 
of these Catholics who were 
fighting at the front wrote fre- 
quently to their wives, thereby 
breaking an age-old custom. 
The wife, delivered from the 
fear of repudiation, takes an 
interest in the home, and the 
education she has acquired fits 
her to share her husband’s busi- 
ness responsibilities. 

We know of a Catholic Ka- 
byle who was earning his living 
in France and sent his wife 
regular allowance for house- 
keeping expenses. 


‘Oriental carpets, embroidery, lace 
and baskets made in our workrooms 
by the native women and girls may 
be obtained from the White Sisters at 
reasonable prices. 


(To be Continued) 
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wo. Bishop Dupuch was appointed first Bishop 
of Algiers after the conquest of the country by 
the French, he found himself without a church or resi- 
dence. The Saintly Prelate began to collect funds in 
order to erect a suitable dwelling for the Prisoner of 
our Tabernacles in a country where there were but 
mosques for Divine Worship. 

In arriving at Lyons, the Bishop visited the Re- 
ligious of the Sacred Heart and spoke to them and 
their students of his distress. The Children of Mary 
offered a beautiful bronze statue of the Immaculate 
Conception telling him that this dark-hued statue 
seemed quite appropriate for Africa, and that they 
hoped the Queen of Heaven would take the Moham- 
medans and Negroes under her maternal protection. 
The Bishop was delighted not only with the precious 
gift but also with the inspiring idea. 

When Bishop Dupuch returned to Algiers, he con- 
fided the statue of Our Lady to the Trappist Fathers 
until he could build a church. The Trappists had 
just landed in Algiers to 
found a Monastery and 
cultivate the barren soil. 

The Venerable Prelate 


How the Shrine of Our Lady of Africa Originated 


Bishop Dupuch and first Archbishop of Algiers, ob- 
tained the title of Basilica for the Shrine from Pope 
Pius IX, who expressed the wish to have the statue 
of Our Lady crowned. He sent a golden diadem stud- 
ded with precious stones as his own personal gift. 
The Cardinal gave the White Sisters, whose Congre- 
gation he founded and placed under the special pro- 
tection of Our Lady of Africa, the privilege to renew 
the gown and mantle for her statue. 

That Catholics should come from far and wide to 
pay filial homage to their heavenly Mother and Queen 
is quite natural, but it is rather surprising to witness 
the number of Mohammedans who come to the 
Basilica to pray to Lala Meriem, as they call Our Lady. 

“Are you a Catholic?” the Chaplain one day asked 
a woman kneeling at the Communion Rail. 

“No, Iam a Mohammedan.” 

“But why do you come here?” 

“T am praying to Meriem so that she will send me 
a good husband.” 

Another time a woman 
gesticulating -cried: “TI 
am sick and suffer so 
much, you must cure 


died before he had real- 
ized his apostolic am- 
bitions. 

His immediate succes- 
sor, Bishop Pavy, laid 
the corner stone of the 
beautiful shrine that now 
towers over the Mediter- 
ranean Sea directly op- 
posite Notre Dame de la 
Garde at Marseilles. 
Later, when the Shrine 
was finished the Prelate 
reclaimed Our Lady’s 
statue but not a single 
monk would take it down 
from over the front en- 
trance of their Monas- 
tery, so that the Bishop 
was obliged to send some 
men with a cart to trans- 
fer the image of the 
Mother of God to its 
new dwelling. 

The faithful, who were rapidly increasing in num- 
ber, with the new-comers from France, Lorraine, 
Spain and elsewhere, soon began to invoke Our Lady 
of Africa, Consolation of the Afflicted; and she 
showered celestial blessings upon the poor, the blind, 
the crippled, the maimed and especially upon sailors 
and soldiers who implored her aid. The walls of the 
Basilica gradually disappeared beneath the numerous 
votive offerings of all descriptions testifying to 
miraculous cures. ; 

A lady, wishing to perpetuate her thanksgiving for 
a great favor, offered a white satin gown for the statue 


Later on, another one had a blue silk mantle made for . 


the Madonna and the appearance of the statue. 
changed considerably in this new attire. 
Finally, Cardinal Lavigerie, second successor to 


The Basilica of Our Lady of Africa. 


me, Meriem.”’ 

Beside her, a young 
man knelt with pro- 
found respect and to the 
Chaplain’s question re- 
plied, “I am asking Me- 
riem for her BARAKA.” 
(blessing). 

On recognizingthe cos- 
tume of the Sahara, the 
Chaplain approached 
two Mohammedans and 
asked them from where 
they came and what was 
the motive of their visit. 
They admitted that they 
had come from the Des- 
ert to ask Lala Meriem 
to obtain the cessation 
of a famine. 

Such examples are re- 
newed every day at the 
Basilica and on Sundays 
many Mohammedans mingle among the Christians. 
Even women with veiled faces have received the per- 
mission from their husbands to come and place a 
‘candle before the Shrine of Lala Meriem. 

Does this not indicate that the Blessed Virgin, like 
a good Mother, is calling to the truths of Catholicity 
her children in error. These aneedotes will encourage 
you, who read these lines, to pray for the time when 
the followers of Mohammed will open their eyes to the 
light and enter the Bosom of the Church. 


SisTeER Mary XAVERINE, W.S. 


* * * 


“The most divine of all divine things is to co-operate 
with God in the salvation of souls.” 


Sr. Dionysius. 
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